
APPENDIX C:

Marine Environments Glossary

MARINE ENVIRONMENTS

Glossary

	Terminology
	Description

	Algae 
	Plants of the world’s waters

	Basalt
	Black shiny volcanic rock.  Composed almost entirely of dark, fine-grained silicate minerals.

	Calcareous
	Of calcium carbonate.  Skeleton or shell found on marine animals like mollusks.  Some seaweed also have this hard “shell.”

	Diatoms
	Microscopic algae with circular or other-shaped hard covers made of silica, which form a prominent component of calcareous (of calcium carbonate) sands.

	Ecosystem
	All the living things in a given area and their non-living environment.

	Foraminifera
	Tiny skeletons of one-celled animals.  Usually flat coiled discs varying in colors of white, beige, brown, or red/orange.

	Habits of Mind
	The shared attitudes, values, and science skills that directly influence a person’s outlook on knowledge, learning, ways of thinking and carrying oneself to promote lifelong learning.

	Inference
	A conclusion formed by reasoning what was observed; an assumption.

	Mesenteries
	Longitudinal membranes that partition the stomach cavity.  Mesenteries increase the surface area of the stomach cavity, which aids in digestion.  In reef-building corals, the edges of the mesenteries support long mobile filaments.  These mesentery filaments can protrude through the mouth to capture food.

	Model
	A design, representation, set plan, description or analogy for an idea or object

	Phytoplankton
	Microscopic algae that float and drift in masses

	Planula
	Baby coral (singular).  Planulae (plural) are furry, little oval-shaped baby corals that hatch from eggs.  Each of these free-swimming larvae is about the size of the head of a pin.

	Polyp
	Soft body of coral; like sea anemone.  Each polyp takes calcium out of the sea water and chemically changes it to limestone (calcium carbonate) which it develops under and all around its body, making the coral skeleton.

	Quadrat
	A square (or near square) area designated for study. 

	Septa
	Calcium carbonate partitions that radiate inward from the side walls of the coral skeleton “cup.”

	Structure and function
	The arrangement of body parts and how they perform (work).

	Substrate
	Any rock, coral, shell, or hard surface on which to anchor 

	Symbiosis
	Living together of two different organisms for their mutual benefit.

	System
	A whole consisting of components that mutually interact and inter-relate.

	Zonation
	Horizontal bands or zones of organisms and animals

	Zooplankton
	Microscopic free-floating animal forms, which together with phytoplankton are called plankton and constitute an important base for life in the sea.
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