
MOC LESSON PLAN:  GRADES 2 - 3
TITLE: Adopt an Open Ocean Animal
STANDARDS:

 HCPS 
Unity and Diversity

Benchmark SC.1.5.2

Describe the physical characteristics of living things that enable them to live in their environment
Range of Writing

Benchmark LA.2.4.1

Write in a variety of grade-appropriate formats for a variety of purposes and audiences, such as:

• brief narratives with logical sequencing and some detail

• simple explanations of an event or circumstance
SUMMARY / OBJECTIVES:  Students will observe an Open Ocean animal and record their observations.

FOCUS AREA: Animal behaviors
DURATION:   1 hour.
MATERIALS:  Observation worksheet, pencils, clipboards
BACKGROUND: We all know that  Hawai'i's coral reefs are important and special, but do we know what makes them that way? One definite thing is the fascinating, colorful fishes which live there and make the coral reef worthy of its name, "Rainbow World of the Reef." There are about 566 species  of shore fishes in Hawai'i. About 23% of these species are native to Hawai'i. Hawai'i has the highest number of native species in  the Indo-Pacific region because it is isolated by some 2000 miles  from the nearest continent. Fishes can be found in coral reef zones which have different environmental conditions such as the  depth of the water, wave action, temperature and salinity. Several species of the angelfish, butterflyfish,  wrasses,  squirrelfish  and parrotfish  are endemic  to Hawai'i. Two colorful endemic fishes are the fantail file fish and the lion  fish. The  humuhumunukunukuapua'a, Hawai'i's state fish, isn't endemic to Hawaii, but it is interesting to study and to watch. Two other fishes that fascinate children, but aren't endemic to Hawaii, are the tiger and the reef  blacktip fin sharks.
ACTIVITY: Each student will choose one animal from the Open Ocean exhibit.  They will write down its name, follow the animal around the tank for 15 minutes and record their observations on the worksheet. They will take their information and write a short story about the animal in the first person point of view.

ASSESSMENT: Completed story.
EXTENSIONS: Repeat with a second animal, and write a story in which both animals interact.
REFERENCES: 

Marine Fishes of Hawaii

www.coralreefnetwork.com/marlife/fishes/fishes.htm
Venture Into Hawaii’s Coral Reef

http://library.thinkquest.org/J002237/splash/page.htm
Hoover, John P., 2003, Hawaii’s Fishes, Mutual Publishing, Hawaii.

Pitkin, Linda, 2001, Coral Fish, Natural History Museum, London.

Adopt An Ocean Animal

Name____________

Fish Name: ________________________________

What does it look like?

          
Draw your fish.
What color is it?___________________
Describe its body.__________________________

Describe something special or different about the fish.

___________________________________________

How does it behave?

How does it swim?

Does it travel alone or with others?

Where in the tank does it go?

Pretend you are the fish, and write a short story about your life.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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